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THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF COLONEL GRIFFITH JENKINS GRIFFITH

My grandfather, my father and myself wereborn in
the same stone house on a little eighty acre farm called

Penn Bryn near Bridgend, Glamorganshire, about thirty miles

from Cardiff, South Wales. I was born on January 4, 1850,

On that little farm were a few cows, horses and sheep, as

well as a large poultry yard.

My earliest memory is between the age of 4 and 5,
when I received the most terrible beating that I ever
experienced, the result of which was that my thighs, hips and

sides were black and blue, it was said for some days after,

It was the time of year when geese were hatching, and
the boss of the barnyard at that time was a large white gander.
While I was feeding several goslings, the old gander attacked
me from the rear, caught hold of my white canvas pinafore,
and holding me fast with his bill, beat me unmercifully with

his wings until someone came to my rescue,

T am the eldest of nine living children, and at a
very early age, owing to the delicate health of my mother, I

had been entrusted to the care of my grandparents who were then

living on that farm, T remained with them, attending school

part of the time, feeding stock, herding sheep, and doing

whatever else I could until I was nine years old.

Notwithstanding the fact that the Church of England

was within 10 minutes' walk, we never attended their services,

although paying annual tithes. There was another small church,

Baptist by denomination, within a couple of blocks of our house



where Sunday school and church were held regularly, and I
‘accompanied my grandparents to these services unless they were
111 or the weather was so unfavorable that they could not go.
Then I was commanded to attend divine service, not-
withstanding, and above all things not to forget the text. This
was a hard task for me during those early years. More than
once, overcome by the tedious length of the service, I would
fall asleep in our 1ittie pew, and forget all about the
text, and be obliged to Inquire of some good neighbor be-
fore I arrived at home.
Upon announcing it, my grandparents would turn to
the text in the place indicated in the Bible, and read the
part, if not the whole chapter, from which the text was taken,
Before I was quite nine years old, both grand-
parents dled, and I then lived with my Aunt Sarah, (father's
slster, a widow), part of the time with father and then
with other relatives in a manufacturing town called Maesteg,
containing about 13,000 population, supported principally by
coal and iron mines, rolling mills and blast furnaces, situated
about 5 miles distance from my former home,
I remained there for a time, attending public
school and part of the time driving a public horse , and the
two of us earned a crown a day, equlvalent to about a dollaf and
a quarter, American money, My father, at that time, owned
and used a large number of teams and heavy draft horses to
convey on small dump cars the raw materials from the railroad

Junction to the iron works and bring back the finished product



Yo reload the cars.

Shortly after I had passed my fourteenth birthday,
a relative from the United States returned to our town on a
visit, and offered to bring me over here, and to keep me in
school for a number of years, which offer I immediately
accepted.

I came to the United States in 1866 on

the ship known as "The City of London". It was in the winter

time when we landed in New York, A few days later we arrived

in Ashland, Schylkill County, Pennsylvania, where I was immedi-
ately sent to the public school -- a large brick building

with far superior school facilities to anything that I had

seen in the old country.

After several months spent in the public schools in this
town, I went to Danville, Montour County, Pennsylvania. About
half way there, I stopped at a farm house where the old farmer
was chopping wood. I showed him that I could handle the axe much
better than he by cutting enough kindling wood to last them
for a week. T had lunch with them before continuing my journey.

On arriving in Danville, I immediately formed the
acqualintance of an old and esteemed resident by the name of
Benjamin Mowry, After hearing my story, the old man took me
to his home and introduced me to Mrs, Jane Mowry, his wife, and
I then and there made a verbal bargaln with them, the substance
of which was that in consideration of their keeping me in
school for five years, I would in turn do all of their chores
in and out of the house during that period; that, if either
party were dissatisflied, he would give the other at least a

week's notice before any change would be made, There never
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being any dissatisfaction, I remained with them the full five
years,

The same evening, after the introduction to Mrs,

Mowry, 1t developed that the old people had strong political

proclivities, the old gentleman being a rabld Republican. It

also developed that their only son, wounded in the army, had
died of his wounds about a year prior to this time. When he
was about my age, we must have looked alike, for thls was
frequently referred to. I grew up in their affections,

and they 1n mine, so that our conduct toward each other was
more like that of affectionate parents and child than of
strangers.

They were not wealthy but moderately well-off and
universally respected by all, and were considered influential people
about Danville. Their principal income was about $60.00 a
month, derived from renting four cottages, while they lived in
the fifth, in a prudent and economical manner,

They were devout Christians, attending the Methodist
Chureh when their health and that rigorous climate would
permit, "Do unto others as you would have others do unto
you", wae ever uppermost in their minds, and they practiced
as they preached, Mrs, Mowry, before her marriage, was a
Mise Alexander, a descendant of the 01d Mayflower stock. She
had taught public school for some years before her marriage,
and with her experience she was of value to me with my studies,
Mr. Mowry was a German by birth, who arrived in this country

when he was very young,



I attended the Methodist Church and Sunday school
with them, and, when the weather or their health would not
permit them to leave the house, I invariably attended services
and brought home the text, from which Father Riley, famillarly
called, (one of the most eminent Methodists pulpilt-orators
in all Pennsylvania), preached.

The Mowrys had a large Bible containing several
books which our modern Bible does not contain, and from that
Bible they would read a number of passages bearing on that
text. It was a nightly occurrence for us to read some passages
from the Holy Scriptures before retiring. I undertook the
task of reading the Bible from cover to cover, which I did
twice while I lived with them and attended the Danville schools.

From fifteen to twenty is the most interesting and
instructive age of a boy's 1life, as it is the time when he
changes from boyhood to manhood, and during this time his
views of affairs broaden. During that period I had before
me a constant example of the highest standard of Christian
morality known to man,

Scolding or harsh language was unknown in this
family. I never heard either Mr, or Mrs. Mowry use an
unkind word to‘each other or to myself, There never
exlsted in my mind an unkind thouglt towards them, The
nearest thing to reproach that I ever received, or that
could possibly be construed as such was something like this:
on one occaslon whlle at school some boys had told me about a
vwonderful story book which they had read, and which they

recommended as a most dellghtful and interesting story. As
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the price of the book was only ten cents, I lmmediately pro-
cured it, took it home and showed it to Grandma Mowry, (a
term of endearment I generally used), and told her what the
boys had said about i1t. Before I had read a single sentence,
she told me it was a ten cent novel containing nothing but
lies; that in all probability there was not a single truth-
ful sentence within its covers, and that a boy who would
£i11 his mindwith such trash would have no place for literature
such as was intended to elevate and instruct humanity.
She said to me, "You can do just as you please, now that you
have it, but if I were in your place, I would put it in the
stove and burn it, rather than read any portion of it.,"
Without another word I placed the 10-cent novel in the stove,
and I have never read one of fhem from that day to this.
At the expiration of the five year term I had
agreed to remain with the Mowry family, I had an opportunity
to attend an institute on Broadway 1n New York, conducted by
Professors Fowler, Wells and Sizer., As my means were limited,
and as it was evident that I would have to ssart out in the
world for myself, I was doubly fortunate in forming the ac-
quaintance of Mr, Bergner of Bergner and Engle of Philadelphla.
Through him I was placed 1n a position where I could
be of great service to him and his assoclates, not only 1n
Pennsylvania, but in Highland, New York., My employment by them
proved to be very lucrative to me, so much so that in less
than two years I had saved from my earnings nearly $3,000.
In the latter part of 1872, I determined to see a

little more of the world and pay a vislt to my relatlives and
childhood home in the 0l1ld Country,. To defray the expenses
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of this contemplated journey, I retained about $500,00 of my
little fortune, deposited the balance 1n the Cdd Fellows Bank
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvanla, and started on my visit.

After a brief tour of Continental Europe, I returned
to Great Britain, made a flying trip through England, Ireland
and Scotland before returning to my native home in Wales,
where I spent some weeks.

In drawing on the bank shortly before I had in-
tended to start on my return to the United States, I learned
fhat the 0dd Fellows Bank in which I had deposited nearly
all my earnings, had failed. This knowledge hastened
my departure, and on reachiﬁg home, I succeeded in getting
enough from the bank to pay my expenses to California, where
I arrived in 1873. Later the bank paid depositors in full,

At San Francisco I was informed that Los Angeles
might be a good place for a young man to make a start, and
I came here by boat, there being at that time no railway
connection between the two cities,

I found Los Angeles a sleepy sort of a Mexican town
of about 6000 to 7,000 population, About nine-tenths of its
Inhabitants seemed to be Mexicans and Indians, the rest being
white, T was at that early date deeply impressed with the
great posslbilitles of this place, although I could not then
find an opening where I could utilize my knowledge and energies
to advantage, so I returned to San Francisco,

Soon after my return to San Franclsco, I formed the
acquaintance of Fred McCrellish and W, A, Woodward, who were

the proprietors of the "Dally Alta California", the greatest
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newspaper in the West.

At that time the San Francisco "Examiner" was in
exlstence, and ran as a small evening newspaper, which was
edited by Philip A. Roach. The "Daily Call" edited by Pilcker-
ing, and the "Chronicle" by Charles DeYoung were rival morning
papers, while the "Post" owned by Hinton and George, and the
"Bulletin" by George K. Fitch, were rival evening papers.

Messrs., McCrellish and Woodward had married sisters,
and owned and lived in a handsome home on Pine Street. These
gentlemen were both from Philadelphia, and took a friendly
interest in me, They informed me if I had knowledge of min-
ing I could be useful to them, because the mining interests were
pre-eminently the greatest of all California's enterprises,
inasmuch as at one time they produced from the different mines
nearly $1,000,000,00 a year in gold and silver, exclusive of
quicksilver, copper, lead and other minerals.

I told them I was willing to learn; if I had suit-
able books on mineralogy and geology, I thought I could equip
myself in a short time, so that I could act as a correspondent
from the different mining camps on the Cdast.

Up to that time, nelther the "Alta", nor any other
of the daily papers in California had made mining a special
branch, I immediately took up the study of mining and through
the kindness of the proprietors of the "Daily Alta", I was
introduced to nearly all the great mining and railroad magnates

of the Pacific Coest, all of them having theilr headquarters in

San Francisco,



It was through them that I had the pleasure of
meeting Stanford, Crocker, Huntington and Hopkins, then the
"railroad kings" of the Pacific Coast, and also Senator Jones,
Senator Sharon, D. O, Mills, and W, C, Ralston of the Bank of
California, Flood and O'Brien, Mackey and Falr, known as the
"bonanza kings", and Lucky Baldwin, James R. Keene and James
Phelan, who were then among the leading mining operators

through the California stock boards.

J. D. Haggin, George Hearst and Alvinza Hayward were
considered the leading conservative mine owners. J. S.
Slauson was the most prominent capitalist in Austin, while
Captain Plater was the head banker with Paxton and Company
In Eureka, Nevada; and many others, all of whom commended the
"Alta" management for its enterprise, and cheerfully offered
to extend every courtesy to me for the purpose of examining
and reporting on any and all properties owned or controllegd
by them,

The late John W. Mackey, personally showed me through
what was then known as the "Con Virginia California Bonanza"
several times at different stages of its development, From
that bonanza nearly $200,000,000.00 had been taken out in
gold and sllver, about forty per cent of which was gold and
81xty per cent silver,

Through the courtesy of Senator Jones and the late
Senator Sharon and General Charles Forman, I was glven access
to "Crown Point Belcher Bonanza", from which was extracted
about $50,000,000, From the "Comstock Lode", as 1t was
called, (only 2 1/2 miles in length) there had been produced
up to date in gold and silver in the neighborhood of



PN
I

$500,000,000. When the Virginia City and the Gold Hill

Mines were in their highest state of development, and the
mines were frequently flooded, Adolph Sutro conceilved the idea
of the famous tunnel, which bears his name, and which later
was built. It was five miles long, and tapped the Savage
Mine of the Comstock Lode in Virginia City, 1700 feet below
the surface, so that all water at that level would run by

gravitation out through the tunnel.

My mining visits became frequent and were not confined
to the Comstock Lcde but were rrequent to Austin, Eureka,

White Pine, Lord, Pioche, and many other districts in the
eastern and northeastern part of Nevada, as well as Utah,
Idaho, and sometimes into Arizona, New Mexico, and a portion
of 01d Mexico, where later I became interested,

In the winter of 1876-77, I was engaged by a syndi-
cate of stockholders composed of Mr. J. B. Haggin, Mr, Redding,
and a few others to report on the development and exposed
condition of the "Great Con Virglnila California Bonanza".

It was quite an undertaking, and I keenly felt the
responsibility, but I was ambltious and with the consent of
the proprietors of the "Alta", I hurried to Virginia City,
and spent the greater part of three days in investigating the
bonanza and the lower levels of the adjoining mines, where the
heat was so Intent I lost several pounds of welght in that
short time,

My report, however, was so satlsfactory and profit-
able to the syndicate that I was paid $1,000 per day, cash,
for the three days, and a few days later they presented me

with $5000,00 additional.,
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In 1879 the late James Phelan, Con O'Conner, Mr, Rédding
and a Mr, Applegate requested me to report on a mining property
in Bingham Canyon, Utah, and another at the foot of Prospect
Mountaln, Nevada. The former was not available and nothing
was done with it; but the latter was more favorably located,
being on a small ledge with the Eureka and Richmond Consolidated
companies' properties out of which about $80,000,000 had been
extracted in gold and silver.

A short time later some fifteen mining claims were
acquired by purchase and located between the Richmond Consoli-
dated and the Silver Lick Company, and the group was deeded
to the company of which I was selected for its superintendent,
and $10,000 was placed in the bank subject to my order, to be
expended in the development of the property.

In 1880, at a depth of about 300 feet a large body
of low-grade ore was discovered, before the old hoisting
works burned down, when promptly new hoisting machinery was
erected over a double compartment shaft; winches were sunk, cross-
cuts run and although the ore proved an immense body, yet as
a whole, 1t was of too low a grade to pay for reduction. The
narrow streaks of rich ore found in 1t made it, however, a
very promlsing speculative property for some time.

In the summer of 1880 I had an opportunity of becoming
interested, with some friends 1in Chihuahua, Mexico, and made a
flying trip there. We met Mr, Johnson, the superintendent, in
the clty and with him inspected the silver mines which were situ-
gted in the Sierra Madre Mountalns, about 90 miles from the city
of Chihuahua, A great deal of work had been done on the prop-
erty and rich ore was exposed 1in many places and in large quan-

tities. I was so favorably impressed with what I saw, and
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the liberal proposition made to me that I promptly accepted 1it,
A1l that time silver was valued very highly and a good silver
mine was considered as valuable as one producing gold,

In 1881 I made another short trip to the Mexican
property which impressed me more favorably than before. At
the same time I stopped over in Los Angeles for a few days,
and was also more favorably impressed with its qualitiles,
because its white population had increased and it was beginning
to show some enterprise,

Early in 1882, a Chicago syndicate through the
Honorable Thomas Wren of Eureka, Nevada, secured a controlling
interest in the group referred to of 15 mining claims, near '
the Richmond, and I resigned the superingndency, and after
tazking friendly leave of my friends in Nevada and San Francisco,
I proceeded to the mines in Chihuahua, and from there on a
flying business trip direct to London and Paris,

T returned to New York City, where, by appointment
T met those interested in the Mexican silver mines, all of whom

were people of wealth, The silver market did not look

favorable to me, and consequently I sold a part of my interest
for $50,000, which money I deposited in the Citlzen's Bank of
Pennsylvania, and through an agent loaned out a large portion
at 6 per cent, I had seen so much poverty all my life that

I deemed it wise to turn a portion of my interest into money.

Later the market value of sllver was materially re-
duced, and for a long time was a drug on the market, and interest

in the silver mines was in a state of stagnation, so much so
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